
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          November 18, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 263 [Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, my life is not holding together the way I want it 
to and need it to.  I would say my life is coming apart.  Familiar 
routines are now dissatisfying, old values have lost their ability to 
motivate me, and my traditional way of seeing myself no longer 
seems adequate to my experience.  I cannot see anything on the 
horizon that will take the place of what is now dissipating.  But 
more than that, I believe all of this is illustrative of deficiencies on 
my part.  In some way I am not trying hard enough, or am not 
paying attention, or worse have allowed myself to become 
depressed.  I never consider that the state I am in has something 
to do with you, and the way you expand my experience of myself.  
Old routines lose their appeal when the time comes for them to 
be replaced.  Old values dissolve when the time comes for more 
adequate ones to be embraced.  Traditional ways of thinking 
about who I am are dismantled when it is time for more accurate 
ones can take their place.   I think I am afraid of the emptiness 
that accompanies your expansion of the world in which I live.  I 
fear the emptiness will last, and will go nowhere, which makes it 
difficult to relax and watch for what you will bring next. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 13:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 375 [Lord of All Good] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 404 [Precious Lord, Take My Hand] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for November 25, 2018 
2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18); 

Revelations 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet a week from tomorrow, on 
Monday, November 26th, at Olwen Peterson’s home, at 1:30pm.  
The lesson is #3.  Pam Novelly is the Leader.  Mary Jane is the 
Hostess.  A Thank Offering will be taken. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 We are all familiar with the idea that the one constant in life is 
change—at the time of our death we will not be living in the same 
world as the one into which we were born. I believe that most of us 
think of this exclusively in objective terms; that is, that the external 
world will change, which in fact is something all of us experience. 
 I think what most of us are not prepared for is that the same 
constant applies to our subjective life—subjectively, mentally and 
emotionally, the one constant in life is change. The way we thought 
of ourselves when we were younger, the images we developed 
regarding what life is and our life would be like, will not be adequate 
to help us face what we will face as we grow older. 
 Mostly we think of God as that which maintains the stability of 
our subjective life, and often our requests to God have to do with 
asking God to keep something about our internal life intact or to put 
it back together if or when it fractures. But what if we thought of 
God as that which deconstructs our interior life when it is no longer 
adequate, and then reconstructs it into something more adequate? 
Sometimes life itself causes our internal life to come apart, and 
when that is the case God is what puts it back together in a more 
expanded and inclusive way. At other times we hold too tightly to 
an idea or image of something we have simply outgrown or frankly 
is no longer working. God would then be what orchestrates the 
dismantling of whatever we are holding onto by causing it to erode 
from within, by withdrawing its ability to attract us or our ability to 
believe in it. Any such dismantling is followed by a reassembling 
which helps us cope with the life we are actually facing. 
 Think of God as being what reassembles in a more adequate way 
the elements of our interior life which have come apart, or as that 
which takes apart what is no longer working effectively and then 
reassembles it more effectively. This coming apart and coming 
together is the constant which God is, and this constancy is what we 
rest in when we are caught up in the changes and chances of living. 
We learn to wait in the rhythm of this ebb and flow, and to watch 
within as God unravels and then reweaves our interior life. God 
does this throughout the course of our life. 

[Jim Robie, 11-16-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 26th Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 13:1-8) 
 Today’s text is sometimes referred to as a “little Apocalypse,” the 
reference being to the apocalyptic writing or imagery it contains. 
Apocalyptic writing describes the ending of what has existed and the 
beginning of what will come to be, and it is filled with dramatic and 
imaginative symbols. Apocalyptic writing is presented as intense external 
events. However, in order for us to grasp the meaning the writers 
intended to communicate, we need to internalize the imagery of the text 
so that we can understand what is described as happening in our own 
interior, which is where it always happens. 
 It is the intent of God to offer us a full human life, our full human life. 
To that end God orchestrates changes in the images and understandings 
we inherited as children regarding who we are, what our life should be 
and should not be, and also what we can expect in life and deserve in life.  
It is important to emphasize that the changing of these images and 
understandings is central to what God does with us. This is not how we 
generally think of God. The common idea of God is that God maintains 
the world we inherited, not that God changes it. The importance of what 
God does can be seen when we realize that the images we inherited are 
instrumental in shaping our life, since they define us and what living is, 
and apart from some intervention we would live bound by them. Think 
of the many personal and societal understandings which are in the 
process of being examined and changed in our time, like the nature of 
marriage and relationships, gender identity, parenting styles, 
nationalism, gun control, immigration, health care, etc. We have all 
inherited understandings about these issues and how they should be 
addressed, and all of them are now being examined in terms of their 
appropriateness to life in our times, and whether or not they are just (i.e. 
treat people equitably and fairly). 

Our inherited understandings are not usually available to our 
consciousness and therefore are rarely thought about and examined. 
They might have been articulated, but more commonly they were 
demonstrated and modeled, and we absorbed them simply by living in 
the environment in which we grew up. Rarely do these inherited 
understandings do justice to the life that is ours; rather, they encourage 
the expression of only certain aspects of our life and discourage the 
exploring and expressing of other aspects. God will modify any image and 
understanding which thwarts the emergence of the fullness of our life. 
Our life changes as we grow older, sometimes through a loss or change 
in circumstance, sometimes simply by our maturing, and as this occurs 
we are likely to encounter situations that our inherited understandings 

do not assist us in addressing. God will advocate for the expansion of the 
images and understandings we inherited, something we will experience 
as an inability to comply with what we learned, and/or as a dissatisfaction 
with or disappointment in what complying brings us. God does this in an 
effort to allow us more interior room so that we can think of other ways 
to live than those contained in the understandings we inherited. 
 Today’s text describes our experience of the deconstruction of our 
inherited understandings. The temple, which is the central symbol, was 
the center of life in Judaism. If we internalize the temple as something in 
the center of each of us, our temple is constructed from the images, ideas 
and understandings about life that we internalized as children. The text 
says that when the time is right, that is, when it is necessary, our internal 
temple will be dismantled. Such dismantling is necessary when the 
guidance of our internalized understandings no longer helps us come to 
terms with the reality of our life. Our internal temple will erode from 
within and will lose its ability to hold our attention and guide us; in this 
way, the way we think of and understand ourselves will change. In our 
experience, there will be “wars, and rumors of wars.” A war takes place in 
us as familiar parts of us [a nation] come into conflict with other parts of 
us [another nation] which are emerging into our awareness with the help 
of God. We will hear this internally as arguments and disagreements, 
actually a whole series of arguments [the word “rumor” means “hearing”]. 
Also, there will be “earthquakes” in the sense that we get agitated and 
will experience fear and concern [the Greek word translated as 
“earthquakes” means “a commotion,” and comes from a root meaning “to 
rock, i.e. to agitate,” and as a figure of speech “to throw into a tremor of 
fear and concern”]. In addition, there will be “famines” in the sense that 
what has fed us in the past will cease to feed us. We are to think of these 
things as birth-pangs, the necessary labor required to bring something 
new into life. What is happening denotes the end of something familiar 
and the beginning of something more expansive. Being dismantled in this 
way serves the purpose of giving us more life, a more congruent life, since 
every deconstruction is the beginning of a later reconstruction. 
 In our culture this is a difficult idea to assimilate since we generally 
think life should be a gradual crescendo of a harmonious chord, and any 
dissonance would indicate a mistake or failure on our part. Even if we will 
entertain the idea of a dismantling, we do not give it much attention and 
move quickly to the reconstruction. However, nothing new can come to 
life unless room to receive it is created, so the dismantling is necessary to 
create a place for something more expansive. We tend to forget that God 
is passionate about justice, passionate about there being equitable and 



fair treatment of the different parts of who we are. That means that God 
is pro-active about modifying the understandings we have internalized 
which do not do justice to who we are. There are many voices, in our 
heads and outside our heads, which will tell us that the only experience 
of God is one of peace, calm, joy, energy, creativity and fruitfulness. It is 
true that this is part of the experience of God, but it is not all of the 
experience of God. Relating to God is about our participating in the work 
God does to modify our inherited images, something which will involve 
us in every imaginable feeling. The world is filled with people telling us 
that this “feeling good” way is the way to thrive and have abundance, and 
that it is “the way.” Believing this, we turn away from the dismantling 
God is working. We do so because the dismantling does not match our 
understanding of how God’s work feels.  God does not ask us to hold onto 
certain feelings; we are asked to hold onto God as we are introduced to 
different ways of thinking and new feelings. 
 It is important to hold in our minds what God is doing with us—over 
time God dismantles and rebuilds our interior temple, the complex 
construction of ideas, understandings and images that inform us as to 
who we should be. If we are able to grasp what this is saying we will find 
that our interior life becomes less harsh and burdensome, less 
judgmental and guilt-ridden, and more enjoyable. Mostly we judge 
ourselves when we are distressed and bothered because our life is being 
dismantled; we wonder what is wrong with us that we are troubled, and 
perhaps even what we have done to get ourselves into such a bothered 
state. But what if we did not do anything to get ourselves into this state? 
What if feeling uneasy is the inevitable byproduct of the dismantling of 
our internal temple? It is true that feeling upset and agitated happens in 
us, but it is not being done by us, and our feeling like this is in no way 
related to fault. We, in fact, are its victim. We are uneasy because a time 
has come for a change in the understandings we have of ourselves. An 
image that has been our stable-point for a long time is slipping away. The 
experience we are having is the result of God pushing back against an 
understanding that has run its course and whose time has come to an 
end. The internal turmoil that accompanies this is not a punishment for 
something we have done wrong, but rather is an indication that we are 
being presented with a different and more expansive understanding of 
who we are and what our life is. We are being given an invitation to think 
about and explore a different idea of who we are and what is appropriate 
and even necessary for us. Anyone in their right mind would find such an 
undertaking to be upsetting, and as we have discovered earlier in the 
church year, God goes with us into everything that happens to us and in 

us, accepts and welcomes us however we are, and offers us compassion 
for the distress we are feeling. 

The entire Church Year is a detailed elaboration of this work God does 
in us. We are about to begin the celebration of its cycle once again. 

[Jim Robie, 11-14-18, O.T. 26th after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 13:1-8] 


